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other uses, regulation of extreme hydrological situations, their use as watewvays or for leisure act yme(%nd the esser
environment they provide for numerous species and for correct operation of the land ecosys’[e with which they areJiﬁ d.
Ecological services encompass this set of material and immaterial goods and services that humans obtain from nature. ,,'-‘j/- i
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In their book "Assessing the ecological services of aquatic environments. Scientific, political and operatiénal/fssues
Jean-Pierre Amigues and Bernard Chevassus-au-Louis draw up the first comprehensive overview of the. subj_ect that will be
of interest to all water stakeholders, including elected officials, technicians, teachers, scientists, students, etc. The authors
define the notions arising from biodiversity studies and apply them to the management of aquatic environments. They put the
socio-economic issues of ecological services into perspective for water governance in France, which to date has been more
concerned with the quality of water resources than of aquatic environments.

The goal set by the Water framework directive-is to-preserve and restore natural environments while ensuring sustainable
access to water. This book shows that the assessment of ecological services,.a major factor in meeting that goal, lies at the
crossroads between different issues and challenges facing both the scientific community and water stakeholders.

This third book in the "Comprendre pour agir" (Knowledge for action) series describes the main points of what could
serve as guidelines for assessing ecological services and for the use of assessment results in public decision-making and
management.

Jeairi-P'iEr;e Amigues, economist, research director at the National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) and member of the Toulouse School of Economics (TSE),
has sbent the last 25 years working on the economics of natural resources, water and climate change in particular, as well as the economics of environmental
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assessments.

Bernard Chevassus-au-Louis, hydrobiologist and Inspector-general for the Agriculture ministry, worked at INRA on the biology of aquatic organisms
before becoming Director general of INRA. He was then appointed President of the National museum of natural history (MNHN) and set about

raising-awareness of biodiversity and how it contributes to sustainable development.
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