
Water hyacinth
(Eichhornia crassipes)

Originated in South America. The plant was 

introduced for its aesthetic value and is now 

found in tropical regions around the world.

Description

n A floating, perennial plant, that can reach up to 60 cm in height
n Leaves are arranged in a pseudo basal rosette, have a rounded blade,
no hairs and are 3.5 to 16 cm long and 4 to 14 cm wide, with very pulpy
stems that serve as floaters
n Sessile flowers, highly odorous, in groups of 4 to 25 on a central stem,
light purple in colour with a yellow spot on the upper tepal, the tepals being
3 to 4 cm long and 1.5 to 2.7 cm wide

Ecology and reproduction
n Calm, shallow waters that are high in nutrient content
n Can accept major variations in the water level (it can survive on wet
sediment in dewatered areas) and a wide range of pH values (4 to 10)
n Cannot tolerate temperatures lower than 5°C
n Flowering from June to October, at a temperature of 18°C or higher
n Rapid vegetative multiplication (generation of stolons at the base of 
the leaves)
n Can produce up to 300 tons of biomass (freshly cut) per hectare
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Classification

Commelinales

Pontederiaceae

Eichhornia

E. crassipes (Mart.) Solms, 1883
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