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Testudinés 

Emydidae 

Trachemys 

Trachemys scripta  

Trachemys scripta elegans (Wied, 1839) 
Originated in North and Central America. Imported  

in France up to 1997 as a pet. 

 

 

Description 

n Yellowish stripes along the head and neck 
n Characteristic red “ears” posterior to the eyes 
n Shell up to 24 cm (males) and 29 cm (females) long in adults: 
- black carapace (yellow and light-green stripes in juveniles) 
- yellow plastron with dark-green spots 
n Average adult weight is 3.2 kilograms 
n Sexual dimorphism in adults with, for males: 
n a longer and thicker tail 
- larger claws on the front feet 
n Maximum life span approximately 30 years 

 

Ecology and reproduction 

n Habitats in many types of aquatic environments, primarily in stagnant 
water 
n Carnivorous diet for juveniles and omnivorous for adults 
n Reproductive activity starting at an age between 3 and 8 years 
n Mating in the spring and/or fall 
n Females lay eggs once or twice per year, approximately a dozen eggs 
in nests dug into banks 
n Incubation for 70 to 90 days 
n Newborn vary in size between 23 and 35 mm 
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Red-eared slider turtle  

(Trachemys scripta elegans)


