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RRC’s Vision and Purpose

The River Restoration Centre — UK’s NGO ‘expert adviser and information provider’.

RRC champions the view of ‘better rivers’ and promotes the natural capital
and social benefits of restoring our river systems for a sustainable future.

- Vision
= Naturally functioning, wildlife-rich river systems, valued by people

To actively promote the re-establishment of natural processes,
— features, habitats and biodiversity of a river system, to support others to

. achieve this by collating knowledge, information and evidence to share best
practice throughout the river and catchment management community.
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Restoring Rivers
Understanding the catchment characteristics.

. How our management impacts on the river and its ecology.
_ Restoring natural function requires a catchment-wide plan
‘ (e.g. England SSSI plans and IUCN report).

A 64 page report summarising the state of
crew 5
play now and recommendations for the future

9 Govenrment agencies
4 Restoration techniques/measures SNH, NE, NIEA, NRW
e EA, SEPA, DFI Rivers,

IFl, OPW & RRC, IUCN.
* Natural process-focussed.
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' UK approach to river connectivity

Different approaches across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Drivers are WFD, Habitats and Floods directives. Identifying priority barriers.

| »  Scotland — morphology focus with new legislation, barriers and natural
function of rivers. Pre-existing salmonid fish passage legislation.

England — WFD & fisheries progress with partnership working & national
‘SSSI rivers’ programme. Also sustainable abstraction, landscape, floods.

Wales — Connectivity addressed if constrains Sustainable Management of
Natural Resources (SMNR), fisheries ‘projects’ focus to barriers (removal
to passes). Plans for salmon rivers. 90 WFD barriers

N. Ireland — Flood risk and Drainage - interest in barrier removal, but early
stages. Fisheries led projects.
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"~ Scotland — a focus on morphology

 Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003.

— RBMP Il, morphology supplementary plan: Improving the physical condition of Scotland's
water environment: a supplementary plan for the river basin management plan — 309
waterbodies.

— Priority and pilot catchments (morphology, flooding, diffuse agricultural pollution, barriers)

« * Policy integration.
= A common understanding to deliver Scotland’s objectives for:
e the water environment, through the RBMPs;

e managing flood risk, through the flood risk management strategies and local flood risk
management plans;

e decision-making in the marine environment, through a national marine plan and regional
marine plans;

e sustainable development, through local authority strategic development plans and local
development plans;

e conserving biodiversity through the refreshed biodiversity strategy.
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/73958/12-improving-the-physical-condition-of-scotland-s-water-environment-a-supplementary-plan-for-the-river-basin-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/73958/12-improving-the-physical-condition-of-scotland-s-water-environment-a-supplementary-plan-for-the-river-basin-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/73958/12-improving-the-physical-condition-of-scotland-s-water-environment-a-supplementary-plan-for-the-river-basin-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/73958/12-improving-the-physical-condition-of-scotland-s-water-environment-a-supplementary-plan-for-the-river-basin-management-plan.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/73958/12-improving-the-physical-condition-of-scotland-s-water-environment-a-supplementary-plan-for-the-river-basin-management-plan.pdf
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Scotland - fish barriers

Improve access for fish migration in 369 water bodies.

Table 2: Summary of actions to improve fish passage Table 1: Summary of pressures affecting Scotland’s surface water bodies®
Issue Action Respansibility Total number of surface
water bodies
e 2 Identification and prioritisation of barriers to fish migration and identification SERA{ fishery boands
Prioritising action ; S 5 - S and trusts [ operators
s of proportionate mitigation options. A report on this methodology will be [Fishand Fisheries - )
published during 2013, and the lists will be subject to full consultation. Aivisony Biin Surface water bodies in Scotland (excluding groundwater) 3233

Restoring fish
passage at weirs | Develop asset to allow fish passage in line with CAR authorisation. Owner or operator Surface water bodies at less than good ecological status [ potential 1261

and dams in use

Discussions with landowners about how barriers to fish migration can be Water bodies at less than good ecological status / potential because

addressed. Support landowner with application for CAR licence and applications | Fishery boards/trusts E;:::L\E']cal changes (inluding changes to beds and banks, and fish EL
Restoring fish for funding.
passage at Weirs o icion of funding to support scoping studies and engineering works required Water bodies at less than good ecological status | potential because of 546
3:: dams not in to provide for fish passage. SEPA changes to physical condition of beds and banks

Where voluntary approach has not been successful, SEPA will require the SEPA Water bodies at less than good ecological status | potential because of

provision of fish passage using restoration notices or licences as appropriate. barriers to fish migration. )
Restoring fish Prioritised asset investment by business or organisation responsible for the asset. Asset owner
passage at
bridges and Where voluntary approach has not been successful, SEPA will require the SEPA

culverts provision of fish passage using restoration notices or licences as appropriate. rrc@therrc.co.uk www.therrc.co.uk




Obstacle details

Record ID: 126255
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Helplng to| |mprove the connectivity of
o our river network
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44 rivers in England (2500 km), legally
protected Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI).

The best remaining examples of different
river types and associated habitats and
species.

Published physical restoration plans and
implementation of projects since 2011.

Long term (50yrs+) objectives with a
catchment focus and SAC/SPA funding.

Learning from these) to help the wider
river network.

2011-17 - £23M for £89km of river

Ehgland - S5S1 River restoration programme

Click the names on the map to see what information is available for each designated river,
projects are planned or have taken place.
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England — Wider river network

108 local ‘host’ organisations managing a catchment plan for a wide
partnership of stakeholders (Trusts, volunteers, etc).

[Trusted friendly local charitable organisations, not a government body.]

" e.g. River Improvement Fund £6M

Over 4 years delivered:

— 146 multi-fish species barriers eased, passed or removed
— 87 eel barriers eased, passed or tidal flap valves installed
— 88 riparian habitat improvements

— Over 130 waterbodies with increased ecological potential
— 44 feasibility studies for further improvement work

— 2,800 km of rivers with improved ecological potential

rrc@therrc.co.uk
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RIVER

Process and consents

o

. Weir removal/modification Feasibility Appraisal. j 1 AP

. Planning Permission application (16/0459).

. Impoundment Licence application (NW/076/0006/005).

. Environmental Permit application (EPR/RB3396JX).

. Consultation and formal agreement with weir owners.

. Consultation with local community groups, interest groups

an d CO un Ci I IO rs. © Natural Resources Wales Breach in the weir on the left look- © Natural Resources Wales Demolition of the remainder of the
3 . . ing dc{wnsgream from within the ) Jweir continued gnce the ufstream
. Consultation with Local Authorities and other relevant Fresne dponnsirene=-2001 P adtiaen -2

statutory agencies.

. Appropriate survey and mitigation for otters, bats, trees,
crayfish, fish and invasive species.

. Design and tender of ground works.

. Health and Safety requirements.

. Construction Design and Management Regulations.

. Pollution control measures.

. Archaeological Watching Brief (Carleton Hall only, before

3
an d d uri ng wor ks ) ° © Natural Resources Wales Line of jumbo sandbags channelling © Natural Resources Wales Looking upstream with the weir
. . the flow through the initial breach completely demolished. The drop
L4 M onitori ng . allowing the remainder of the weir and in water level is evident on
material built up behind it to be removed - 2011 the left bank - 2011

. Publicity — advising people of the planning permission etc rrc@therrc.co.uk www.therrc.co.uk



 Wider ecosystem benefits.

* Natural flood management.

: * Sometimes funding available, but not for all!

< . Relinquish maintenance of historic structure (owner’s liability).
Against..

 Ownership and multiple owners, lost owners, cost & liability.
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Guidance
River weirs
. . Design, int
Fish barrier assessment tools o sl

, Barrier recording phone Apps

= Guide for planning, appraisal, design, construction and

- maintenance for fish passes, screens, etc.. (draft)

E CIRIA River weirs — Design, maintenance, modification

. and removal (C763)
‘ . Many good case study examples.
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E.g. Wye and Usk Foundation — Rivers Trust, 1995 to 2017
GOOd Work progreSSIng at Cumulative length of river (km) with improved
salmon access
different speeds & effectiveness esaces -
across the UK countries. Z:;I?LIEIE:?:Z‘::'TEM ;
eased/removed 00
Depends on river, designation, e sask .|I||||||"II"|
E funding, priorities & opportunities. T O OO IR

= E.g. River Irwell, Manchester — 17 weirs removed in 2 years Benefits - /ncreasingly understood

Photos-EA by managers, local authorities
R (similar duties) and public.

More examples and information,

coordinated messages of experts
and NGO charity organisations.
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